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The Pandemic

Near 105 million confirmed cases globally
Over to 2.2 million fatalities globally 
Numbers likely underreported
600 year old response – keep the sick from 

the not sick
Physical distancing abruptly changed how 

we work, socialize and manage daily life
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IAIA COVID 19 Pandemic Survey
 How the pandemic was affecting the practice of 

impact assessment – the work, and the people who 
did the work 

 Two rounds – May and July-August 2020

 Respondents: 900 the first survey; 700 the second 

 Details available at 
 https://iaia.org/downloads/COVID-SURVEY-Section-2.pdf and 

 https://www.iaia.org/uploads/pdf/COVID%20SURVEY_Section%201_1.pdf?_zs=Va
C3b&_zl=pH7B2

Snapshot of the 2nd survey 
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38.81%

19.77%

15.55%

15.12%

6.69%

4.07%

How COVID-19 travel restrictions have most 
affected work

I have stopped work.

There has been no effect.

I work less than before.

I was working remotely, but now I have
returned, full- or part-time, to my pre-
COVID work location.

Travel restrictions make it very difficult to
continue working.

I continue to work as before, but I now
work remotely.

n = 668
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n = 650

8



n = 651
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n = 637
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Summary 

 Reliance on electronic communications may be 
excluding those on the other side of the digital 
divide 

 Impact assessment rules and regulations may be 
changing: temporary or permanent? 

 Impact Assessment can have a role in pandemic 
recovery, but uncertainty as to whether the 
pandemic will be used to bypass normal impact 
assessment requirements

 Some benefits noted by survey, but indicators of 
pandemic-associated stress were also reported, 
a matter of concern
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More details on the surveys at 
https://iaia.org/downloads/COVID-SURVEY-Section-2.pdf and 
https://www.iaia.org/uploads/pdf/COVID%20SURVEY_Section%201_1.pdf
?_zs=VaC3b&_zl=pH7B2

Please feel free to contact me with any questions
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